LAVILLE YOUTH SOCCER CODE OF ETHICS AND CONDUCT
We, the parents, players, and spectators agree to abide by the following:

With respect to PLAYERS:
· We will encourage and practice good sportsmanship by demonstrating POSITIVE support for ALL players (including those on opposing teams) at every game, practice or other LYS or NCSA event. 

· We will not criticize the performance of our child or his/her teammates and we will applaud good plays by everyone from both teams. 
With respect to REFEREES:
· We will not openly question a referee’s judgment. The referee is a symbol of fair play, integrity and sportsmanship. We will remember that many referees are still children learning how to officiate. 
· We understand that we are not allowed at any time to approach the officials before, during, or after games to discuss any calls made by them during a game.  
With respect to COACHES and OTHERS:
· When attending games, we will not coach the team from the sidelines. If we want to coach, we will consider becoming a volunteer.

· We will be kind and respectful to our child’s coaches, officials, and club officers who volunteer their personal time to provide a recreational activity for our child. 
· We will support our child’s coaching staff.  If we have a concern or question, we will not discuss the matter with other parents or players, instead we will approach the head coach privately after a practice session, and NEVER immediately following a game.
· We understand that the coach makes all the decisions with regards to practice times, playing time, game strategy and player lineups. The coach’s intent is to play each child in a position that complements the team and for a minimum of 50%* per game unless the player is being disciplined for specific reasons.  (Reasons for disciplinary action may include missing numerous practices, displays of unsportsmanlike conduct, etc.)  *Except during tournament when play time is at the discretion of each coach.
With Respect to OUR RESPONSIBILITIES: 
· We commit to providing transportation to and from all practices and games ensuring that our child is prompt in arriving. We understand all players need to arrive 20-30 minutes prior to game time to allow time for warm-ups, coach instructions and game assignments.  

· We will learn the equipment guidelines and make available all needed gear (shin guards, socks, uniform).

· We will keep in mind that LYS youngsters play soccer for the enjoyment of the game and for character and skill building, not for our pleasure.  We also realize that children have more need of example for praise and encouragement than for criticism and negative yelling.

· We will not forget that a soccer game is a form of recreation and not a life or death struggle. We will keep a rein on our emotions, regardless of who wins or loses.  We recognize that sports are competitive and our child may face defeat or failure.  We will be supportive regardless of the game’s outcome, reminding them that a win or loss is a team effort and not a reflection of any individual child.

· We will place the emotional and physical well being of all the children ahead of our personal desire to win.

· Should our child’s team be fortunate enough to win, we will encourage our child to be gracious in victory, and turn defeat into victory by working towards improvement. 

We understand that we will not only represent our children but also the team, our club, and the league and will conduct ourselves accordingly.  We further understand that the LYS Board will monitor our behavior and take appropriate action to uphold the LYS Code. We understand we will be held accountable for our actions and comments by being subject to ejection, suspension or dismissal by the league upon any violation of the above.  

This form must be signed by one parent/guardian per family.  It is the responsibility of the signer to review this Code of Ethics and Conduct with the registrants (players), family members and any spectators who might be attending an LYS or NCSA function on behalf of his/her family. 
Signature of Parent or Guardian: ___________________________________________    Date: _____________
